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WORLD  SUNFLOWER  PRODUCTION  AT  RECORD  LEVEL 


Indications  are  that  the  world  production  of  sunflower  seed  in  1945  may  equal  the  record 
harvest  of  4.0  million  short  tons  estimated  for  1944,  which  was  about  65  percent  greater  than 
the  pre-war  average.  The  first  official  Argentine  sunflower  estimate  places  this  year's 
harvest  at  1.26  million  short  tons,  an  increase  of  9  percent  over  the  1944  output.  In  the 
Soviet  Union  sunflower- seed  cultivation  has  been  rapidly  expended  since  the  liberation  of  the 
principal  growing  regions  and  in  1944  probably  reached  7.9  million  acres,  which  was  only 
slightly  less  "than  the  pre-war  average  and  about  1.7  million  acres  greater  than  the  1943 
acreage.  A  reduction  is  anticipated  in  the  Balkan  countries,  where  cultivation  of  this  crop 
had  been  greatly  expanded  during  the  German  occupation,  and  this  decrease  is  expected  to 
partly  offset  the  increased  output  in  Argentina  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

SUNFLOWER  SEP:    World  production,   averages  1925-1929,   1935-1939,  annual  1940- 1944  a/ 
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The  sunflower,  (Helianthus  annus  L. ) , 
which  is  believed  to  have  originated  in 
Latin  America,  probably  Mexico  or  Peru,  is 
produced  commercially  in  Russia,  the  Balkan 
countries,  Argentina,  and,  to  a  lesser  ex- 
tent, in  a  number  of  other  countries.  It 
has  been  extensively  cultivated  in  Russia 
for  several  generations  and  more  recently 
in  the  Balkans.  In  the  past  10  years  there 
has  been  a  great  expansion  of  this  crop  in 
Argentina.  The  increase  in  production  has 
been  especially  noteworthy  since  1940,  and 
has  provided  substantial  quantities  of  oil 
to  the  United  Nations. 

Sunflower  seed  contains  some  22  to  32 
percent  of  oil,  with  an  average  rate  of  ex- 
traction of  about  25  percent.  Cold-pressed 
edible  oil  is  usually  pale  yellow  in  color 
and  has  a  bland  pleasant  taste.  It  compares 
favorably  with  other  edible  oils  such  as 
cottonseed  and  peanut.  Its  main  usage  has 
been  in  the  manufacture  of  margarine  and 
compound  lard.  It  is  also  favored  as  a 
salad  and  cooking  oil.  The  hot -pressed  oil, 
reddish- ye  How  in  color,  is  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  soap  and  toilet  preparations, 
lubricants,  paint,  and  varnish,  as  well 
as  for  treating  wool.  In  Europe,  it  also 
has  been  used  as  a  burning  oil.  In  some 
•countries,  seeds  of  certain  varieties  are 
toasted  and  eaten  as  such,  especially  in 
the  Soviet  Union. 

During  the  pre-war  years,  perhaps  as 
much  as  80  percent  of  the  total  world  pro- 
duction of  the  sunflower  seed  was  grown  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  "In  that  country  it  held 
first  place  as  an  oil-bearing  crop.  In 
spite  of  the  large  production  of  at  least  2 
million  tens,  practically  all  of  the  seed 
was  consumed  domestically. 

It  is  reported  that  approximately  8.0 
million  acres  were  under  sunflower  cultiva- 
tion in  the  pre-war  years.  The  principal 
areas  were  the  Ukraine,  the  region  bordering 
the  sea  of  Asov,  the  North  Caucasus  a/id  the 
Voronezk.  Information  is  limited  regarding 
the  situation  since  German  occupation  and 
what  has  happened  following  liberation.  But 
during  that  time  production  probably  de- 
creased from  more  than  2  million  tons  to 
less  than  1  million  tons.  It  s  reported, 
however,  that  sunflower  cultivation  is  again 
being  fostered  extensively. 


Est  imates  indicate  that  about  470,000 
acres  were  sown  to  this  crop  in  Bulgaria  in 
1937,  constituting  about  75  percent  of  all 
the  oilseeds  grown  in  that  country.  Follow- 
ing occupation,  the  Germans  encouraged  pro- 
duction and  the  acreage  may  have  reached  as 
much  as  540,000  acres  with  a  production 
equaling  perhaps  209,000  short  tons. 

Before  the  war  Bulgaria  was  the  princi- 
pal exporting  country  of  the  world,  having 
annual  shipments  of  seed  averaging  some 
46,000  tons. 

Rumania  had  approximately  475,000  acres 
sown  to  sunflowers  during  the  5-year  period 
1935-1939.  During  the  German  occupation  of 
that  country  a  joint-organization  was  es- 
tablished to.  expand  production.  In  re- 
cent years  the  acreage  is  expected  to  have 
reached  1 , 100, 000  acres  including  plantings 
in  Bessarabia  and  Bucovina.  The  resulting 
output  was  approximately  440,000  tons.  For 
several  years  before  the  outbreak  of  war  in 
Europe,  exports  of  sunflower  seed  from  Ru- 
mania averaged  about  27,500  tons  per  year. 

In  Ruhga,TY,  Czechoslovakia,  and  Yugo- 
slavia .  sunflowers  were  one  of  the  principal 
oilseed  crops.  In  the  pre-war  period  an 
effort  was  made  to  intensify  production. 
When  these  countries  came  under  German  con- 
trol, increased  stress  was  put  on  oilseed 
cultivation.  In  Yugoslavia  sunflower  acre- 
age is  reported  to  have  increased  from  about 
74,100  acres  in  1940  to  about  197,600  acres 
in  1943. 

Turkey  has  increased  the  acreage  sown 
to  this  crop  in  recent  years,  with  the  out- 
put reaching  16, 500  tons  in  1943. 

European  trade  in  sunflower  seed  and 
oil  prior  to  the  war  was  on  a  relatively 
small  scale.  The  main  importers  of  these 
commod  ities  were  Germany,  Czechoslovakia, 
the  Netherlands,  Austria,  and  Yugoslavia. 

One  of  the  outstanding  developments  in 
fata  and  oils  in  the  Western  Hemisphere 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  has  been  the 
greatly  increased  production  of  sunflower 
seed  in  Argentina.  This  oilseed  crop  has 
been  of  vital  significance  in  supplying  the 
increased  demand  for  vegetable  oils  among 
th*  United  Nations. 

It  is  believed  that  sunflower  cultiva- 
tion was  first  begun  in  Argentina  about  1900, 
the  first  plantings  being  made  by  Russian 
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immigrants.  The  crop  was  not  of  a  great 
deal  of  importance  until  the  mid-1930's 
when  it  became  increasingly  difficult  to 
obtain  olive  oil  from  Europe,  particularly 
Spain.  Since  that  time  the  crop  has  gained 
considerable  favor  with  the' Argent ine  farm- 
ers. Remunerative  prices  and  good  yields 
per  acre  have  proved  a  great  inducement. 

The  outturn  of  the  crop  has  been  gen- 
erally favorable  in  the  past  decade,  except 
during  the  1942-43  season  when  drought  con- 
ditions reduced  yields  considerably.  During 
the  past  10  years,  better  knowledge  of  the 
requirements  of  the  crop  and  improved  cul- 
tural methods  have  succeeded  in  raising 
yields  from  about  490  pounds  per  acre  to 
almost  790  pounds.  The  fertile  soils  and 
climatic  conditions  of  the  Pampas  have  been 
particularly  well  suited  to  sunflower  cul- 
tivation. The  Province  of  Buenos  Aires 
produces  about  50  percent  of  the  crop,  with 
Cordoba  and  Sfinta  Fe*  growing  about  24  and 
13  percent,  respectively. 

A  guaranteed  market  at  an  established 
base  price  by  the  United  Nations  provided 
the  impetus  for  the  phenominal  expansion  in 
the  1943  acreage.  Purchases  have  been  made 
by  an  agency  of  the  United  States  acting  for 
the  United  Nations.  This  agency  has  also 
procured  sunflower  oil  for  various  European 
neutral  countries. 

The  neighboring  country  of  Uruguay  has 
increased  sunflower  production  greatly  since 
1938.  At  that  time  only  19,300  acres  were 
sown.  By  1940  an  estimated  252,900  acres 
were  under  cultivation,  the  largest  ever 
reported  in  that  country.  As  in  Argentina, 
drought  conditions  cut  production  consid- 
erably during  the  1942-43  season.  Unoffi- 
cial forecasts  place  1944  sown  acreage  at 
197,600  acres.  The  Departments  of  Paysandu, 
Salto,  Soriano,  Artigas,  and  Colonia  are 
the  ranking  producers. 

Before  the  war  Chile  produced  only 
limited  quantities  of  oilseeds.  Virtually 
all  requirements  of  fats  and  oils  were  im- 
ported. In  1940  the  Government  began  to 
promote  the  cultivation  of  oleaginous  crops. 
Since  that  time,  sunf lower -seed  production 
has  expanded  rapidly,  and  the  oil  has  en- 
joyed widespread  acceptance.  The  sown  acre1 
age  has  increased  from  2,960  acres  in  1938 
to  an  indicated  56,800  acres  for  the  1944-45 


crop.  Production  in  1943-44  amounted  to 
about  19,800  short  tons  and  may  reach  31,900 
tons  this  year. 

The  Republic  of  Paraguay  has  a  small 
sunflower  acreage  and  had  an  estimated  pro- 
duction of  385  tons  in  1944,  from  which  75 
tons  were  crushed  for  oil. 

At  the  present  time,  Mexico  produces 
about  550  tons  of  sunflower  seed,  with  the 
most  important  center  of  production  being 
the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi.  Marked  in- 
creases are  not  expected  because  of  the 
competition  from  oilseed  crops  from  other 
countries . 

In  the  United  States  the  growing  of 
sunflowers  has  been  significant  only  as 
poultry  feed.  Culture  as  a  silage  crop  in 
certain  States  has  been  of  limited  impor- 
tance. California  is  the  leading  producer. 
The  output  of  seed  has  decreased  from  3,700 
tons  in  1941  to  1,100  tons  in  1943.  The 
crop  is  not  produced  for  oil  in  the  United 
States. 

Canada  did  not  show  an  active  interest 
in  the  cultivation  of  sunflower  seed  until 
1943.  Prior  to  that  time  it  had  been  grown 
on  a  minor  scale  as  a  silage  crop  and  for 
experimental  purposes.  In  1943  about  18,300 
acres  were  seeded,  out  of  which  some  12,400 
were  harvested.  Production  in  1943  was 
2,650  tons  and  about  4, 200  tons  in  1944. 
The  1945  acreage  goal  is  planned  at  25,000 
acres . 

The  war  has  brought  about  the  consump- 
tion of  sunf lower -seed  oil  in  several  coun- 
tries formerly  not  well  acquainted  with  this 
commodity.  Most  of  them  have  learned  that 
it  is  a  desirable  edible  oil  and  may  con- 
tinue to  prefer  using  it  over  other  edible, 
fats  and  oils  in  the  poat-war  period.  The 
extent  to  which  it  will  enter  international 
trade  in  the  next  few  years  will  depend 
largely  upon  its  cost  of  production.  When 
the  world  supply  of  fats  and  oils  becomes 
sufficient  to  meet  all  reasonable  require- 
ments, the  consuming  countries  may  begin  to 
import  lower-priced  oils.  While  sunflower- 
seed  oil  competes  directly  with  cottonseed, 
soybean,  and  peanut  oils,  in  the  long  run 
it  will  likely  come  into  competition  with 
the  lower-priced  oils,  such  as  coconut, 
palm,  and  whale. 

Douglas  M.  Crawford 
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EIRE  EXPANDING  ITS  AGR (CULTURAL  PRODUCTION 


Eire's  cultivated  area  has  been  increased  by  approximately  67  percent  from  1,500,000 
acres  in  1938  to  more  than  2,500,000  in  1944.  Final  figures  for  1944  show  that  2,567,000 
acres  were  planted  to  all  crops  that  year  compared  with  2,459,000  in  1943,  an  increase  of 
4  percent.  The  expansion  may  be  attributed  mainly  to  a  series  of  Compulsory  Tillage  Orders, 
issued  annually  from  1940  to  date.  The  latest  Order,  that  for  1945,  requires  farmers  to 
cultivate  three-eighths  of  their  arable  land  and  plant  wheat  on  a  specified  minimum  area, 
one-tenth,  one-sixteenth,  or  one  twenty- f if th ,  depending  upon  the  crop-suitability  of  the 
region  in  which  the  farm  is  located. 


The  provisions  of  last  year's  Com- 
pulsory Tillage  Order  were  extended  on  Sep- 
tember 29,  1944,  to  cover  the  1945  season, 
except  that  land  which  was  cultivated  in 
1944  and  has  since  been  planted  in  first - 
year  grass  will  be  allowed  to  count  as  cul- 
tivation in  1945  to  the  extent  of  not  more 
than  one -quarter  of  the  individual's  farm- 
tillage  quota.  Heavy  penalties,  including 
fines,  imprisonment,  or  confiscation  of  land, 
can  be  imposed  for  contravention  of  the 
Tillage  Order. 

As  in  previous  years  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  Eireann  agriculture  contin- 
ues to  suffer  from  a  shortage  of  commercial 
fertilizers.  Normal  pre-war  commercial 
fertilizer  consumption  totaled  280,000  short 
tons  annually.  The  total  quantity  dis- 
tributed during  the  1944  season  was  about 
67,000  tons,  consisting  of  38,000  tons  of 
30-percent  superphosphate  and  29,000  tons  of 
compound  fertilizers.  It  is  expected  that 
an  additional  12,500  tons  will  be  available 
for  distribution  in  1945. 

The  wheat  acreage  in  1944  was  increased 
by  133,000  acres,  or  26  percent.  The  barley 
area,  however,  showed  a  decrease  of  41,000 
acres,  or  19  percent.  This  decline  was 
attributed  to  the  1943  campaign  to  grow  more 
wheat,  and  to  the  high  prices  paid  for  oats, 
which  led  farmers  to  expand  the  latter  crop. 
In  1944,  the  oats  area  increased  almost 
9,000  acres,  or  1  percent  over  that  of  1943. 

The  long  1944  drought,  which  lasted 
from  January  until  June,  caused  some  damage 
to  the  oats  crop,  but  did  not  seriously 
affect  the  other  crops.  On  the  whole,  the 
year's  harvest  was  considered  satisfactory. 
Spring  wheat  yields  of  between  30  and  35 
bushels  per  acre  were  repor;  ,«d  for  the  1944 
crop  and  even  slightly  higher  yields  for 
1943-44  winter  wheat.  This  compares  with 
the  average  of  32  bushels  for  both  types  of 


wheat  in  1943  and  1938.     Wheat  was  marketed 
freely  during  1944,  and  indications  are  that 
supplies  reserved  by  farmers   for  household 
use  and   for   seed  were  not  as    great  as  in 
recent  years. 

The  yield  for  oats  averaged  between  58 
and  66  bushels  per  acre  in  1944,  compared 
with  60  bushels  in  1943  and  69  in  1938. 
The  quality  was  variable,  and  bushel  weights 
were  not  up  to  standard,  the  general  range 
being  from  32  to  42  pounds.  A  large  portion 
of  the  crop  was  retained  on  farms  for  feed 
and  for  seed.  Barley  yields  averaged  be- 
tween 37  and  47  bushels  an  acre  compared 
with  42  bushels  in  1943  and  44  bushels  in 
1938.  Malting  barley  was  of  fair  quality, 
but  not  generally  up  to  standard. 

The  price  for  f ir s t -qua  1 i ty  wheat  in 
1944  was  officially  fixed  at  $2.40  per  bush- 
el for  grain  purchased  from  growers  during 
the  marketing  season  commencing  August  14, 
1944.  Barley  had  a  fixed  price  of  $1.50  per 
bushel.  During  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  a  fixed  percentage  of  barley  was  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  flour,  but  this  ad- 
mixture was  discontinued  on  November  1,  1944. 
After  that  date,  flour  was  manufactured 
from  wheat  of  85-percent  extraction.  The 
price  of  oats  was  officially  fixed  at  $0.69 
per  bushel.  The  Eireann  Government  recently 
indicated  its  satisfaction  with  the  progress 
made  in  expanding  the  cultivation  of  grain 
crops  during  the  past,  few  years  and  an- 
nounced that  its  policy  was  to  encourage 
the  greatest  possible  development  of  those 
crops,  with  a  view  toward  making  the  country 
as  nearly  self-sufficient  as  possible. 

Better  potato  returns  than  in  1943  were 
reported  from  a  number  of  the  southern  coun- 
ties in  1944,  but  in  most  of  the  western 
and  northern  areas  the  yields  were  less 
satisfactory.  Average  yields  varied  from 
243  to  317  bushels  per  acre.      In  1943,  the 
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average  for  the  country  as  a  whole  was  284 
bushels,  compared  with  280  bushels  in  1938. 
Diseased  tubers  were  in  evidence  to  an  un- 
usual extent  in  many  fields  last  year.  In- 
stances of  disease  in  pitted  and  stored 
tubers  were  also  reported. 

■Despite  a  very  unfavorable  season  for 
sugar  beets,  the  total  production  of  sugar 
from  the  1944  crop  is  expected  to  be  about 
the  same  as-  the  1943  yield  of  120,422  short 
tons.  About  82,000  acres  were  planted  to 
sugar  beets  in  1944,  compared  with  83,000 
the  year  before  and  51,000  in  1938.  The 
sugar  content  of  the  beets  averaged  about 
16  percent  in  1944,   the  same  as  in  1943. 

Flax- fiber  yields  last  year  did  not 
reach  the  national  level  of  350  pounds  per 
acre  attained  in  1943.  While  they  averaged 
about  420  pounds  in  County  Cork,  in  the 
northern  counties  the  average  ranged  from 
340  to  364  pounds.  In  1938,  the  average  for 
the  whole  country  was  37  2  pounds  per  acre. 

The  1944  fruit  crop  was  satisfactory, 
especially  that  of  apples.  To  improve  and 
facilitate  the  marketing  of  higher  grade 
apples  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  estab- 
lished an  official  mark  for  that  fruit. 
The  official  mark  can  be  used  only  by  grow- 
ers under  license  issued  by  the  Government 
and  for  fruit  that  conforms  to  specified 
standards  of  grade  and  pack.  In  some  areas, 
prices  as  high  as  $2.61  per  bushel  were  paid 
for  1944-crop  apples  on  the  trees. 

EIRE!     Crop  acreage,  and  production, 


1943  and  1944 


CROP 

ACREAGE 

PRODUCTION 

1944 

1943  : 

1944 

1,000 

1,000 

.  1,000 

1,000 

short  , 

short 

'  acres 

acres 

tons 

tons 

Wheat 

■  509 

642 

487 

612 

936* 

945 

892 

874 

209 

168 

210 

171 

Rye 

:  5 

9 

4 

7 

Potatoes  . . ; 

:  408 

412 

3,470 

3,  368 

•  143 

144 

2,  530 

2,461 

:  84 

84 

1,  588 

1,528 

Sugar  beets 

83 

82 

a/  820 

§7706 

:  17 

16 

214 

204 

Flax  ....... 

28 

30 

4 

4 

Hay  ....... 

: 1,958 

■  1,898 

:  4,758 

.4,385 

Official   sources.      a/  Factory  weight. 


There  was  a  general  decline  in  prices 
for  all  cattle  in  1944  compared  with  the 
preceding  year.  This  was  attributed  largely 
to  the  lower  prices^paid  by  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food  for  Eireann  cattle  imported 
into  the  United  Kingdom,  especially  those 
for  store  (feeder)  cattle  in  the  younger 
classes.  Local  cattle  dealers  had  requested 
the  Eireann  Minister  for  Agriculture  to  seek 
better  prices  for  cattle  in  the  British 
market,  but  the  Eireann  Government  was  of 
the  opinion  that  no  improvement  was  likely 
to  result  from  further  representations  to 
the  British  authorities.  While  not  attempt- 
ing to  forecast  price  trends  for  1945,  of- 
ficials in  Eire  expressed  the  belief  that 
farmers  need  not  be  apprehensive  in  regard 
to  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  these  cattle 
this  year. 

The  dairy  industry  continues  to  be 
concerned  about  low  milk  yields.  In  an 
effort  to  improve  the  situation,  at  least 
so  far  as  Cork  is  concerned,  the  Committee 
of  Agriculture  for  that  county  decided  last 
year  that  50  percent  of  the  premium  being 
paid  for  livestock  improvement  projects 
would  be  allocated  in  the  future  to  owners 
of  bulls  that  are  the  progeny  of  cows  yield- 
ing not  less  than  700  imperial  gallons  (840 
United  States  gallons)  in  a  lactation  period. 
Heavy  rains  and  sodden  pastures  during  the 
latter  part  of  1944  necessitated  the  early 
housing  of  dairy  cattle. 

The  production  of  creamery  butter  de- 
clined in  1944,  amounting  to  only  64,800,000 
pounds  compared  with  67,200,000  in  1943 
and  68,900,000  in  1942.  Official  figures 
showing  production  of  farm  butter  are  not 
available,  but  the  trade  places  it  at  ap- 
proximately 48,000,000  pounds  a  year.  But- 
ter was  rationed  in  September  1942  at  12 
ounces  a  week  per  person.  In  June  1943, 
the  ration  was  lowered  to  8  ounces,  and  in 
January  1944,  to  6  ounces.  The  8-ounce 
ration  was  reestablished  on  November  4, 
1944,  and  continued  at  that  rate  for  the 
rest  of  the  year. 

Indications  late  in  1944  were  that 
the  output  of  creamery  cheese  that  year 
would  amount  to  only  3,300,000  pounds,  com- 
pared with  5,960,000  pounds  in  1943.  Final 
returns  are  likely  to  necessitate  an  up - 
ward  revision  in  the  early  estimates.  No 
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information  regarding  the  amount  of  farm 
cheese  produced  since  1937  is  available,  but 
such  production  is  believed  to  be  negligible. 

The  June  1,  1944,  census  placed  total 
hog  numbers  on  that  date  at  380,824  compared 
with  434,371  on  the  same  date  in  1943,  and 
958,805, in  1938.  The  approximate  number  of 
hogs  of  all  ages  on  feed  at  the  close  of 
1944  was  126,000,  compared  with  125,000  at 
the  end  of  1943.  Increased  grain  supplies 
for  hog  feeding,  and  a  resultant  increase 
in  hog  production  were  recorded  for  the 
last  quarter  of  1944.  The  somewhat  dis- 
appointing potato  crop,  however,  adversely 
affected  supplies  of  feedstuffs  and  made 
the  hog  outlook  for  the  first  part  of  1945 
less  favorable  than  it  otherwise  would  have 
been. 

Poultry  farming  was  adversely  affected 
during  1944  by  the  feedstuffs  shortage. 
The  Government  recently  announced  that  as 
a  result  *f  negotiations  between  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Eireann  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  the  existing  agreement 
for  the  sale  of  eggs  to  the  United  Kingdom 
would  be  renewed  for  a  further  12  months  from 
February  1945.  The  new  agreement  includes 
a  sliding  scale  arrangement  under  which  the 
Ministry  of  Food  will  pay  more  attractive 
prices  as   the   egg  deliveries   increase  in 

LATE  COMMODITY 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS 

CANADIAN  GRAIN 
SEEDING  RETARDED 

The  Prairie  Provinces  of  Canada  are 
experiencing  delay  in  grain  seeding  opera- 
tions this  spring.  Because  of  wet  fields 
up  to  April  25,  little  or  no  work  on  the 
land  in  Manitoba  had  been  done,  and  it  was 
reported  that  operations  would  not  become 
general  until  after  May  1.  Prospects  are 
that  seedings  may  be  the  latest  since  1927. 
In  the  other  two  Provinces,  it  is  expected 
that  seeding  will  commence  ab-  it  May  1,  some 
preparation  work  having  be-  n  done  in  the 
latter  half  of  April. 


quantity.  The  price  paid  by  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food  in  the  April-June  1944 
period  was  $0.44,  per  dozen,  compared  with 
$0.37  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1943. 


EIRE!     Numbers  of  1  ivestock, 


1943  and  1944 

LIVESTOCK 

:     NUMBERS  AS 

OF  JUNE  1 

I9H3 

1944 

:   1,000  head 

1,000  head 

4,136 

4,246 

. 2,560 

2,  663 

Pigs 

434 

381 

17,097 

18.330 

Compi led    f  rom 

official  sources. 

Official  estimates  placed  the  gross 
value  of  production  and  marketings  of  all 
livestock  and  livestock  products  in  1943-44 
at  $252,425,000  against  $232,351,000  the 
year  before;  of  all  crops  and  turf  (peat)  at 
$123,901,000  compared  with  $115,478,000;  and 
of  the  two  groups  combined  at  $385,326,000 
against  $347,829,000.  Farmer  purchases  of 
farm  materials  were  valued  at  $18,944,000 
against  $10,475,000  the  year  before,  leaving 
the  net  value  of  all  agricultural  output  for 
the  year  at  $366,382,000  as  compared  with 
$337,354,000  in  1942-43. 

David  D.  Jones 

DEVELOPMENTS 

GRAIN  CROP  PROSPECTS 
GOOD  IN  ENGLAND 

Fall-sown  crops  of  wheat,  oats,  and 
rye  in  England  and  Wales  are  reported  to 
be  in  good  condition,  according  to  recent 
reports.  Winter  wheat  in  some  low  areas 
suffered  somewhat  from  excessive  moisture 
earlier  in  the  season,  but  in  general  the 
outlook  is  favorable.  The  winter  oats  crop 
has  made  good  progress,  as  has  rye.  The 
acreage  in  these  crops,  however,  was  less 
than  had  been  planned  because  of  excessive 
rainfall  during  the  sowing  season  last  fall. 

As  a  result  of  almost  ideal  conditions 
for  cultivation  in  March,  spring  seeding  of 
grains  was  practically  completed  by  April  1 
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in  the  eastern  half  of  the  country.  Ger- 
mination is  reported  to  be  generally  good. 

EGYPT I AS  WHEAT  AND  BARLEY 
ACREAGE  UNCHANGED 

The  1945  Egyptian  wheat  area  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Egyptian  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture ct  1,710,000  acres,  about  the  same  as 
Reported  for  the  1944  crop,  but  14  percent 
leas  than  in  1943.  The  barley  area  is  of- 
ficially estimated  to  be  372,000  acres, 
compared  with  344,000  in  1944  and  435,000 
for  the  preceding  year. 

In  1944  it  was  necessary  to  import 
wheat  due  to  poor  crop  yields.  This  year, 
the  prospeets  are  uncertain,  and  no  esti- 
mates on  yield  have  been  issued.  Rust  in- 
fection has  been  reported,  however,  on  both 
wheat  and  barley  in  the  Lower  Delta  region. 

UNUSUALLY  GOOD  WHEAT  AND  BARLEY 
CROPS  INDICATED  FOR  CHINA 

The  1945  wheat  and  barley  crops  in 
Free  China  may  amount  to  592.  7  million  bush- 
els and  290.4  million  bushels,  respectively, 
according  to  preliminary  estimates  of  the 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  Ministry.  Included 
are  estimates  only  for  the  following  13 
Provinces,  which  at  least  partially  are 
"within  Free  China:  Szechwan,  Kweiehow, 
Epangtung,  Fukien,  Chekiang,  Kiangsi,  Hunan, 
Hupeh,  Honan,  Anhwei,  Shensi,  Kansu,  and 
Shansi.  In  pre-war  times  this  Free  China 
area  produced  less  than  40  percent  of  the"- 
total  wheat  crop. 

In  the  case  of  wheat,  this  year's  re- 
ported production  is  nearly  30  percent  above 
the  456  million  bushels  harvested  in  1944, 
and  is  more  than  90  percent  above  the  1931 - 
1937  average  production  figure.  Since  the 
harvesting  is  not  yet  completed,  these  pre- 
liminary figures  may  be  subject  to  signifi- 
cant modification,  but  it  nevertheless  is 
quite  evident  that  more  grain  will  be  avail- 
able than  in  recent  years. 

BRAZILIAN  RICE  CROP 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

The  1945  rice  crop  in  the  State  of  Slo 
Paulo,  now  forecast  at  47  million  bushels 


(1 ,370  million  pounds  milled),  far  surpasses 
the  former  record  production  of  33  million 
bushels  (960  million  pounds)  2  years  ago. 
This  bumper  crop  shows  an  increase  of  160 
percent  over  the  1937-1941  pre-war  average 
production  of  18  million  bushels  (530  mil- 
lion pounds).  Production  in  Sao  Paulo  in 
recent  years  has  been  about  sufficient  for 
domestic  consumption,  although,  as  a  result 
•  f  the  short  crop  harvested  a  year  ago, 
shipments  were  required  from  the  State  of 
Rid  Grande  do  Sul. 

The  rice  crops  of  the  States  of  Goyas , 
Minas  Geraes,  and  Parana*  are  now  also  re- 
ported to  be  in  excellent  condition.  The 
large  production  in  the  four  States  may  more 
than  offset  the  small  outturn  in  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul,  forecast  at  14.7  million  bushels 
(430  million  pounds),  a  reduction  of  7.3 
million  bushels  (215  million  pounds)  below 
that  of  last  year.  In  the  light  of  recent 
favorable  developments  in  some  Brazilian 
States,  it  now  appears  that  the  total  1945 
rice  crop  will  exceed  last  year's  production. 

ARGENTINE  RICE  CROP 
ESTIMATE 

The  first  official  estimate  for  Ar- 
gentine rice  production  places  the  1945  crop 
at  7,228,000  bushels  (210  million  pounds 
milled),  whieh  is  smaller  than  the  record 
harvest  reported  a  year  ago  of  8  559,000 
bushels  (250  million  pounds),  and  compares 
with  the  1937-1941  pre-war  average  pro- 
duction of  3,332,000  bushels  (95  million 
pounds).  The  return  is  from  128,000  acres, 
yielding  56  bushels  per  acre.  The  acreage 
planted  was  about  the  same  as  last  season, 
but  the  yield  fell  6  bushels  per  acre  below 
that  of  last  year.  The  current  production 
is  considered  about  equal  to  domestic  re- 
quirements, except  possibly  for  a  surplus  of 
some  broken  rice. 

BRITISH  GUIANA  PRODUCES 
RECORD  RICE  CROP 

The  1944  British  Guiana  rice  crop  is 
estimated  at  4,800,000  bushels  (140  million 
pounds  milled),  compared  with  the  harvest 
a  year  earlier  of  4,362,000  bushels  (130 
million  pounds)  and  the  1937-1941  pre-war 


May  7,  1945 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Page  223 


average  of  3, 465 , 000  bushe Is  (100  million 
pounds).  The  increased  production  is  the 
result  of  a  larger  acreage  and  a  yield  of 
52  bushels  per  acre,  4  bushels  more  than 
average  during  the  pre-war  period.  The 
harvested  area  of  93,000  acres  in  1944  com- 
pares with  86,000  the  preceding  year. 

In  British  Guiana,  two  rice  crops  are 
produced  during  the  year.  The  first  is 
harvested  during  March  and  April,  and  the 
second,  representing  about  80  to  85  percent 
of  total  production,  is  harvested  in  October 
and  November.  British  Guiana  before  the 
war  exported  about  45  percent  of  its  total 
production.  The  Mahoicony- Abar y  experi- 
mental project,  which  accounted  for  some 
of  the  increase  in  the  1944  crop,  now  is 
conducting  experiments  with  modern  machinery 
with  a  view  to  determining  possibilities 
for  an  expansion  in  British  Guiana's  rice 
production. 

VEGETABLE  OILS  AND  OILSEEDS 

BRAZILIAN  CEILING  PRICES 
OF  COTTONSEED  OIL  REDUCED 

On  March  28,  1945,  the  Brazilian  Co- 
ordinator of  Economic  Mobilization  issued 
Ministerial  Order  No.  365  reducing  the  ceil- 
ing prices  of  cottonseed  oil,  cottonseed, 
and  cottonseed  cake  and  fixing  the  quota  of 
cottonseed  cake  to  be  allocated  for  agri- 
cultural and  livestock  purposes  out  of  the 
1944-45  cotton  crop. 

The  ceiling  price  for  refined  edible 
cottonseed  oil  in  the  bulk  at  plants  was 
reduced  from  a  maximum  of  4.60  cruzeiros 
per  kilogram  (about  10.4  cents  per  pound) 
to  4.40  cruzeiros  (9.9  cents).  Comparable 
ceiling  prices  for  semirefined  edible  oil 
have  been  reduced  from  4.40  cruzeiros  per 
kilogram  (9.9  cents  per  pound)  to  4.00  cru- 
zeiros (9.1  cents).  The  ceiling  price  on 
unrefined  oil  containing  the  maximum  of 
3  percent  of  acids  was  lowered  fr«Jm  4.10 
cruzeiros  (9.3  cents)  to  3.70  cruzeiros 
(8.4  cents).  The  maximum  acid  content  per- 
missible for  refined  and  semirefined  edible 
oils  is  one-fourth  of  1  percent. 

Ceiling  prices  for  vegetable  fats  con- 
sisting of  pure,  hydrogenated ,  edible  cot- 
tonseed oil   have  been  reduced   from  5.70 


cruzeiros  per  kilogram  (12.9  cents)  to  5.30 
cruzeiros  (12  cents)  in  bulk  at  plants. 
Compounds  of  edible  cottonseed  oil  and  ani- 
mal fat  were  lowered  from  4.90  cruzeiros 
(11.1  cents)  to  4.80  cruzeiros  (10.8  cents). 
The  maximum  acid  content  of  both  vegetable 
fat  and  compounds  sold  for  these  prices 
is  one -fourth  of  1  percent. 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 

WEEKLY  COTTON  PRICES 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 

COTTON:  Pr  ice  of  certain  foreign  growths 
 and  qualities  in  specified  markets  


MARKET  LOCATION,  :  DATE  :  PRICE 

KIND,   AND  QUALITY  :  1915  :  PER  POUND 

:  Cents 
Alexandria  (spot)  :  : 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F.  4-19  :  30.06 

Giza  7,  F.G.F.  :  4-19:  34.24 

Karnak,  F.G.F.   ............ :  4-19  :  32.99 

Bombay  (May  futures)  :  : 

Jarila  ....;...........:  4-19  :  16.09 

Bombay  (spot)  : 

Kampala,  East  African  4-19  :  32.66 
Buenos  Aires  (spot)  : 

Type  B   ....:  4-21  :  15.40 

Lima  (spot )  •. 

Tanguis,  Type  5  4-21':  15.47 
Recife  (spot )                            :  : 

Mata,  Type  5   ......:  4-20  :  12.68 

Sertao,  Type  5  ;■;>':  4-20  :  13.50 

Sao  Paulo  (spot)  :  : 

Slo  Paulo,  Type  5  :  4-20  :  13.75 

Torreon  (spot) 

Middling,   15/16''  :  4-20  :  18.01 


Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representa- 
tives abroad. 

ARGENTINE  COTTON  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  DROUGHT 

The  first  official  estimate  places 
the  1944-45  cotton  crop  in  Argentina  at 
323,000  bales  (of  478  pounds  net),  as  com- 
pared with  a  record  crop  of  553,000  bales 
(final  estimate)  last  year.  The  reduction 
is  attributed  to  severe  drought,  delayed 
planting,  and  grasshopper  damage.  Private 
sources  estimate  the  crop  at  231,000  to 
254,000  bales.      In  the  5  years  ended  with 
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1940-41,  the  development  of  unfavorable 
crop  conditions  in  Argentina  resulted  in 
final  cotton  production  estimates  that  were 
16  to  60  percent  below  the  first  official 
estimates.  During  the  past  3  years,  when 
conditions  were  favorable,  the  final  esti- 
mates were  11  to  57  percent  above  the  first 
estimates.  Picking  is  usually  done  from 
February  through  April. 

TOBACCO 

CANARY  ISLANDS  TOBACCO 
PRODUCTION  LOWER 

The  1944  crop  of  tobacco  in  the  Canary 
Islands  amounted  to  only  about  1.0  million 
pounds,  as  compared  with  5.0  million  pounds 
in  1943.  In  1942,  production  amounted  to 
about  3.6  million  pounds.  No  data  regarding 
the  planted  acreages  for  any  of  these  years 
are  available.  In  the  years  just  before  the 
war,  production  averaged  about  1.0  million 
pounds  annually,  largely  for  use  in  blending 
with  foreign  leaf  in  the  manufacture  of 
cigars  and  cigarettes.  Most  of  the  tobacco 
grown  in  the  Islands  consists  of  low-quality 
Virginia  and  Havana  types. 

Experience  with  tobacco  growing  during 
the  war  has  demonstrated  the  impractica- 
bility of  the  Islands'  attempts  to  attain 
self-sufficiency  in  tobacco.  Shortage  of 
foreign  exchange,  and  a  decision  to  use 
available  exchange  for* the  purchase  of  more 
essential  commodities,  restricted  imports  of 
leaf  from  abroad,  with  the  result  that  sup- 
plies of  domestic  leaf  became  excessive. 
In  order  to  force  usage  of  the  low-quality 
domestic  leaf  by  manufacturers,  the  Economic 
Command  ordered  them  to  stock  equal  quan- 
tities of  Canary  and  foreign  leaf.  The 
products  made  from  the  mixture  containing  a 
high  percentage  of  domestic  leaf  proved  to 
be  of  inferior  quality.  As  a  result,  in 
early  1944  the  Economic  Command  issued  an 
order  limiting  the  acreage  planted  to  to- 
bacco. 

The  quality  factor  was  not  the  only  one 
militating  against  self-sufficiency  in  to- 
bacco, since  the  high  costs  of  producing 
leaf  in  the  Islands,  with  resultant  high 
prices  to  growers,  rendered  export  sales  of 
manufactured  products  unprofitable.  In 


1942,  costs  of  producing  tobacco  varied  from 
16.4  to  20.0  cents  per  pound,  and  in  1943, 
from  19.6  to  24.2  cents  per  pound.  No  data 
are  available  covering  1944  production  costs. 
Prices  obtained  by  growers  ranged  from  36.5 
to  73.1  cents  per  pound  during  1942,  com- 
pared with  54.8  to  137.0  cents  in  1943. 
Reports  indicate  that  the  accumulated  sur- 
plus of  inferior  domestic  leaf  has  caused  a 
sharp  decline  in  prices  presently  being 
paid  to  growers. 

Before  the  war,  the  Islands  imported 
from  3  to  4  million  pounds  of  leaf  annually, 
principally  from  the  United  States,  Cuba, 
and  the  Dominican  Republic.  Exact  data 
regarding  imports  in  recent  years  are  not 
available,  but  it  is  believed  Brazil  has 
been  the  chief  source  of  supply.  Reports 
indicate  that  imports  during  the  post-war 
period  will  assume  the  pattern  obtaining 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

NICARAGUA  GROWS  MORE 
CIGARETTE  TOBACCO 

Nicaragua's  1944-45  tobacco  production 
totaled  approximately  1,088,000  pounds  from 
1,313  acres.  Two  types  are  grown:  Virginia 
for  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes,  and  Chi 1 - 
eagre  for  use  in  cigars.  Virginia  tobacco 
was  grown  on  332  acres,  and  the  yield  was 
1,228  pounds  per  acre.  The  yield  per  acre 
of  Chilcagre  tobacco  was  693  pounds  from 
981  acres.  The  1944-45  Virginia  tobacco 
crop  is  reported  to  be  of  better  quality 
than  that  of  any  previous  crop,,  due  to  fa- 
vorable weather  conditions  and  improved 
cultural  practices.  The  production  of  this 
type  is  being  encouraged,  and  increased 
acreage  is  expected  for  1945-46.  The  acre- 
age of  Chilcagre  is  restricted  for  the  put- 
pose  of  supporting  prices  paid  to  producers. 

Producers  of  Virginia  tobacco  received 
22  cents  per  pound  for  their  1944-45  crop, 
and  the  cost  of  production  is  estimated  at 
12  cents  per  pound.  The  Nicaraguan  Govern- 
ment levies  a  tax  of  about  $32  on  each  acre 
of  Virginia  tobacco,  and  about  $48  on  each 
acre  planted  to  Chilcagre. 

Consumption  of  tobacco  products  in 
Nicaragua  is  confined  almost  entirely  to 
cigarettes  and  cigars.  In  recent  years, 
cigarette  consumption  has   increased,  but 
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consumption  of  cigars  has  been  relatively 
stable  due  partly  to  restrictions  on  plant- 
ings of  Chilcagre  tobacco.  The  cigarette 
industry  imports  about  60  percent  of  its 
total  requirements  from  the  United  States. 
In  1942  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco 
amounted  to  about  287,000  pounds,  and  in 
1943  to  approximately  353,000  pounds.  It 
is  reported  that  lack  of  foreign  exchange 
restricts  imports  at  present,  and  for  this 
reason  the  production  of  Virginia  tobacco 
will  be  increased  to  provide  for  the  Nica- 
raguan  cigarette  requirements.  There  are 
no  import  or  other  Government  regulations 
that  tend  to  restrict  tobacco  imports  other 
than  the  apparent  lack  of  foreign  exchange. 
Imports  of  tobacco  products  are  insignifi- 
cant. Imports  of  cigars  and  cigarettes 
totaled  only  25,000  pounds  in  1943,  practi- 
cally all  of  which  originated  in  the  United 
States.  There  is  no  local  production  of 
snuff,  or  of  chewing  or  smoking  tobacco, 
but  small  quantities  of  these  products  are 
imported. 

FRUITS,  VEGETABLES,  AND  NUTS 

EGYPTIAN  CITRUS 
CROP  LOWER 

The  total  1944-45  Egyptian  citrus  crop, 
the  harvest  of  which  is  just  ending,  is 
estimated  at  8,320,000  boxes,  or  5  percent 
less  than  the  preceding  year.  Of  this  total, 
oranges  represented  5,365 , 000  boxes ,  an 
increase  of  4  percent  over  the  crop  of  the 
preceding  year;  mandarins  1,633,000  boxes,  a 
reduction  of  29  percent;  and  limes  1,322,000 
boxes,  an  increase  of  4  percent. 

Before  the  war,  nearly  all  Egyptian 
exports  of  oranges  and  mandarins  went  to 
Germany.  Since  1942,  the  only  export  outlet 
has  been  the  Sudan.  Egyptian  citrus  growers 
are  protected  by  a  high  seasonal  tariff,  in 
effect  from  October  through  April.  On  May 
1,  after  most  of  the  crop  is  consumed,  the 
tariff  is  lowered  so  that  the  local  market 
can  be  supplied  with  citrus  fruit  from  for- 
eign areas.  Imports  of  citrus  are  practi- 
cally prohibitive  during  the  months  that 
local  production  is  available.  Oranges  and 
mandarins  are  imported  from  Palestine  and 
Cyprus,   limes  from  Syria. 


CITRUS  FRUIT:    Product  ion  in  Egypt , 


1944-45  with  comparisons 


SEASON 

ORANGES 

'mandarins 

LIMES 

1.000 

1,000 

1,000 

Average  1936-37 

boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

to  1940-41... 

•  4,835 

2,685 

1,322 

1941-42 

;  4,455 

1,276 

1, 136 

:  4,760 

:  1,718 

1,003 

:  5,157 

2,302 

1,270 

1944-45 

5,365 

1,633 

1,322 

Compiled  from  official  sources.  Oranges 
and  mandarins  in  boxes  of  70  pounds;  limes 
in  boxes  of  80V  pounds. 


LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

CANADA  SIGNS  1946  EGG  CONTRACT 
WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN 

Under  an  agreement  signed  by  the  Cana- 
dian Minister  of  Agriculture  and  the  Bri- 
tish Minister  of  Food  in  Ottawa  on  April  3, 
1945,  Canada  undertakes  to  supply  Great 
Britain  with  specified  quantities  of  shell 
and  dried  eggs  during  1946.  In  general, 
the  new  agreement  between  the  two  countries 
is  substantially  the  same  as  those  for  pre- 
vious war  years. 

The  egg  contract  provides  for  the  sup- 
ply and  purchase  of  1,750,000  cases  of  shell 
eggs  and  5,000  long  tons  of  dried  whole 
eggs.  It  also  stipulates  that  the  Ministry 
of  Food  may  take  an  agreed  equivalent  quan- 
tity of  sugar-dried  eggs  in  place  of  dried 
whole  eggs.  Any  additional  quantities  that 
are  available  for  export  also  will  be  ac- . 
cepted  by  the  British  Ministry. 

The  quantities  specified  in  the  new 
contract  are  minimum  quantities  and  are 
equivalent  to  about  86  million  dozens  of 
eggs.  The  quantity  actually  expected  to  be 
shipped  in  1945  is  equivalent  to  100  million 
dozens,  or  about  one- fourth  of  the  expected* 
1945  output  in  Canada. 

Payment  is  to  be  made  on  these  purchases 
in  Canadian  funds  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  or 
the  Canadian  Mutual  Aid  Board  acting  in  its 
behalf.  Prices  under  the  new  contract  are 
based  on  41.5  cents  per  dozen  for  large  shell 
eggs  and  $1.22  per  pound  for  Grade  A  bulk- 
pack,  whole,  dried  eggs.  Prices  for  sugar - 
dried  eggs  have  not  yet  been  established. 
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RESTRICTIONS  EASED  ON  PUBLICATION  OF  UNITED  STATES  FOREIGN  TRADE  STATISTICS 


Further  relaxation  of  the  ban  on  the 
publication  of  statistics  showing  the  war- 
time foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  by 
countries  and  by  individual  commodities  - 
imposed  for  security  reasons  in  April  1941  - 
was  announced  recently. 

The  new  regulations  permit  the  publica- 
tion of  full  detailed  statistics  for  the 
calendar  year  1942  on  and  after  May  1,  1945, 
and  for  the  calendar  year  1943  (except  com- 
modities classified  as  secret  by  the  War 
Department)  on  and  after  July  1,  1945,  or 
V-E  day,  whichever  is  the  earlier.  For 
periods  subsequent  to  1943,  however,  full 
detailed  statistics  may  be  published  only  6 
months  after  the  close  of  the  period  to 
which  they  relate  and  then  only  with  respect 
to  trade  with  the  other  American  Republics, 
Canada,  and  the  Territories  and  Island  Pos- 
sessions of  the  United  States  within  the 
Western  Hemisphere   (excepting  Hawaii)  in 


commodities  other  than  those  listed  as  mili- 
tary,  strategic,  and  critical. 

The  regulations  continue  to  prohibit 
the  publication  of  (1)  separate  statistics 
on  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  by 
countries,  except  in  the  case  of  those  of 
the  Western  Hemisphere  countries  above  re- 
ferred to,  for  any  periods  subsequent  to  the 
calendar  year  1943;  and  (2)  any  statistics 
whatsoever  relating  to  our  trade  in  military 
strategic,  and  critical  commodities.  With 
these  exceptions,  it  will  be  permissible 
to  publish  statistics  showing  the  world- 
wide totals,  by  value  and  volume,  of  United 
States  foreign  trade  6  months  after  the 
close  of  the  period  to  which  they  relate. 

The  regulations  also  prohibit  the  la- 
beling of  statistics  so  as  to  indicate  "Lend 
Lease"  shipments,  except  when  prior  clear- 
ance has  been  obtained  from  the  Foreign 
Economic  Administration. 


